
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-20
Addendum – Coronavirus Emergency Regulation changes

The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

Owing to the increasing impact of COVID19 MHCLG has made amended  
Regulations which extend the statutory audit deadlines for 2019-20 only for  
all Category 2 smaller authorities (town and parish councils, parish meetings,  
internal drainage boards and other authorities).

• The requirement for the public inspection period to include the first 10 working 
days of July has been removed 

• Instead, smaller authorities must commence the public inspection period on or 
before 1 September 2020

• The AGAR must be approved and published by 31 August 2020 at the latest or 
may be approved earlier, wherever possible.

This means that the period for the exercise of public rights can now be held any  
time after the approval of the accounts and AGAR as long as it is commenced  
on 1 September at the latest. 

Authorities should publish the dates of their public inspection period. If this is  
significantly earlier or later than in previous years they should inform the public 
through their websites (where available) of the reasons why they are departing  
from normal practice for 2020.

• The publication date for final, audited, accounts will move from 30 September  
to 30 November 2020 for all local authorities. 

This is the date by which the Part 3 AGAR Sections 1, 2 and 3 including the  
completed External Auditor Report and Certificate must be published.

This does not apply to an authority that has certified itself as exempt and submitted 
a Certificate of Exemption to the external auditor.

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility 
of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2020

In relation to the meetings needed to approve the accounts and AGAR, MHCLG has 
made separate Regulations to enable meetings to be held remotely, and to hold and 
alter the frequency and occurrence of meetings without the need for further notice. 

The provisions for remote meetings apply to all authorities EXCEPT Parish Meetings 
who must hold a public meeting and approve the AGAR before 31 August. 

Separate changes to allow remote meetings apply to Internal Drainage Boards.
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$eetion 3 - External Auditor R.eport and Ceftificate 2S19120

ln respect of southbourne parish council

1 Respective nesponsibilities of the body and the auditor

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that
it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities
as external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (see note below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK and lreland) and does not provide the same level of assurance
that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019120
(Except for the matter reported below)* on the basis of our review of Section$ 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return, in our opinion
the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance ahd Accountability Retum is in accordance with the Proper Practices and no oiher matters
have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislalion and regulatory requirements have not been met-

(*delete as appropriate)

The inspection period for the exercise of electors' rights is not for 30 working days and therefore the Council has
not provided the proper period for the exercise of electors which is in breach of the Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015, Part 5, Paragraph 14(1). lt should be noted that weekends and bank holidays do not qualify
for this purpose. We would anticipate the Council providing the correct period in the future.

matters not atfecting our which we draw to the attertion

The Annual lnternal Audit Report was submitted with the answer 'Not Covered' to Assertion L of the report. No
further information was provided when requested to support this response. Whilst we have seen no evidence to
suggest any concern in this area, the Council should consider arranging for this area to be properly reviewed as
part of their obligation to maintain an adequate and effective systgm of internal audit as required to satisfy
Assertion 6 of the Governance Statement. As this requires time sensitive data to be observed and/or retained
the Council may need to engage with the lnternal Auditor to achieve this at an early stage, if not already
covered.

3 External auditor certificate 2019120

We certify/ d++€+4 that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2020.

External Auditor Name

L.l rqoong

2311112020
External Auditor Signature

-Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to extemal auditors'work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note AGN/O2. The

AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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